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Welcome to our Cornerstone newsletter. It’s with great pleasure 

we can report that the Eclipse development has now completely sold out. 

This is exciting news for the whole Taylor Wimpey East London business 

unit, right from the land and planning and technical teams who worked 

on the original designs to the sales and customer care teams who 

have helped you buy your property, move in and start creating 

the new Eclipse community.

This newsletter explains how we have been working with the 

Walthamstow community over the past few years, and highlights some of 

the stories residents have told us about life at Eclipse. It also gives a taster 

of our next exciting project in the Waltham Forest area. Read on to find  

out more.

It’s a sell-out success at Eclipse
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Lockdown brings 
new community 
closer together
It’s been a strange and difficult few months for all 

of us, but the COVID-19 pandemic has helped 

to establish a strong community at Eclipse. 

Residents have been using WhatsApp 

groups to keep in touch and offer support to 

those who need it. The sales team has also 

been working hard through the crisis, initially 

helping people move in just before the lockdown 

restrictions were imposed and then operating 

remotely, making sure that residents are settled 

in and have everything they need.

Jon Attenborough, 41, moved into his one-

bedroom apartment right at the end of March. 

The impending lockdown could have put Jon’s 

dream of swapping his rented flat in Dalston for 

a property of his own on hold, but the Eclipse 

sales team were there to help.

Jon, a professional photographer, said: 

“The sales executive Jayne was a legend. She 

was contactable almost 24/7 and she and the 

team went above and beyond to get people into 

their homes, literally hours before the COVID-19 

lockdown started.

“I owe her and the team a huge debt of 

gratitude. It was a stressful time for everyone but 

they made it much easier. Taylor Wimpey is a 

huge corporation but Jayne and the team put a 

friendly and genuinely helpful human face to it.”

With lockdown restrictions immediately in 

force once he moved in, it could have been 

difficult for Jon to find friendship and become 

part of his new community. But his neighbours 

worked together to make sure no-one was 

isolated.

Jon said: “The residents of my building have 

a great WhatsApp group which has helped us 

immensely during lockdown. We try and help 

each other out where we can, by giving advice, 

sharing things with those who need them, and 

generally giving support. People have been 

amazing so far and there’s a real sense of 

community.”

Since moving in Jon has used the time to 

make his lockdown space homely. He has also 

been exploring the local area and using his 

photography skills to document how the world 

has changed since March.

He said: “As the COVID-19 restrictions 

slowly ease and people are starting to venture 

outside, I wanted to document how my 

neighbours are beginning to embrace their new 

‘life after lockdown’. On my daily walks around 

East London, I’ve been meeting local people 

and taking their portraits. 

“I’ve discovered how incredibly diverse and 

interesting my local Walthamstow neighbours 

are. For the most part people have been 

incredibly happy and interested to stop, chat, 

and have their photo taken. I think that speaks 

volumes about the kind of people who live 

around here.

“Locally I really appreciate the green open 

spaces such as the marshes, parks and canals. 

I’ve managed to explore quite a bit on my daily 

walks and look forward to trying some of the 

amazing places nearby, once we’re allowed to 

again. I’m especially looking forward to trying 

the rock climbing centre next door, and the Tube 

station is just over the road.”

Jon used the London Help to Buy scheme 

to secure his apartment with just a 5% deposit. 

He was drawn to Eclipse by the modern design 

and could not be happier with his choice.

He said: “I could only afford a home in 

London using Help to Buy. I liked the area and 

Taylor Wimpey just happened to have a nice 

building, in the right place at the right time. 

“The location drew me in at first, and I 

liked the modern design of the exterior. It was 

different – it almost had a Scandi look – and 

is much nicer than other new builds around 

London. It’s perfect for me.”

To see Jon’s ‘Life after Lockdown’ photo 

series, visit https://jon.photo/lal.

In 2019 we showed our support for the first-ever Mayor’s London 

Borough of Culture programme by signing up as a headline partner.

Introduced by Mayor of London Sadiq Khan, the London Borough of 

Culture award offers more than £1m of funding for a borough to host a 

range of cultural events, activities and initiatives over a whole year. The aim 

is to highlight the many makers, radicals and fellowships within a particular 

community. Waltham Forest, which comprises Leyton, Walthamstow 

and Chingford, was chosen to take the first ever title in 2019 following a 

competition open to all London boroughs.

Alongside the Mayor’s funding the programme also relies on 

sponsorship from key corporate partners. Due to our involvement with 

Eclipse as well as our upcoming development, Coronation Square in 

Leyton, we saw the London Borough of Culture project as a fantastic 

way to show off the wide range of creative talent that exists in the area. 

We decided to make a significant investment in the local community by 

becoming a headline partner.

This was one of the largest community engagement projects we have 

ever undertaken, and our Managing Director Michael O’Leary said: “We 

have been working in Waltham Forest for some time now and have seen 

first hand the wide range of creative and community-led ideas that help 

make the area such a great place to live and work. 

“Becoming the first ever Mayor’s London Borough of Culture is a huge 

honour for the area but is also reflective of the amazing work that goes on 

day-to-day. We were therefore thrilled to be able to offer our support as a 

Headline Partner for the 2019 programme. 

“We saw all sorts of fantastic events during the year which our 

customers, staff and the rest of the borough’s residents have been able to 

enjoy. We’re looking forward to seeing how the legacy of the programme 

develops across the borough.”

Waltham Forest Council Leader, Cllr Clare Coghill, added: “Taylor 

Wimpey has been an engaged and committed supporter of Waltham 

Forest, its future and its communities over the years and we were 

delighted to have them on board as a headline sponsor as part of our year 

as the Mayor’s first London Borough of Culture 2019.

“Taylor Wimpey’s generous support contributed to an incredible year, 

with over 1,000 events, workshops and cultural activities, putting culture 

on every corner of our borough, fostering a local creative community 

and supporting a cultural programme of a scale not seen before in the 

borough. The programme saw over half a million visitors to Waltham 

Forest, over 1,000 Legends of the Forest recruited to participate in our 

volunteer programme, and every school in the borough involved.

“This partnership and Taylor Wimpey’s continued involvement in the 

borough will form part of our lasting cultural legacy as we celebrate the 

success of 2019 and look forward to the future.”

We’re committed to supporting and investing in the communities in which 

we build, and we’ve worked with a number of good causes and community 

groups in the Waltham Forest area since work on Eclipse began.

One such organisation is Gnome House, a community arts centre  

right next door to Eclipse that includes a printmaking workshop, a cafe,  

a meeting room and a large space available for community hire  

and exhibitions. 

Run by a community interest company and local volunteers, Gnome 

House is a thriving venue that hosts a range of activities and cultural events. 

But back in 2018 they were facing serious problems after being let down  

by a contractor who had initially been appointed to transform their  

outdoor space.

The Eclipse site team stepped in and completed the garden at  

no cost to Gnome House, and the community has been enjoying the  

space ever since.

Mark Burton, one of two volunteer directors at Gnome House, said: 

“In 2018 Taylor Wimpey converted a derelict piece of land into a beautiful 

community garden. Over several weeks the team cleared away concrete 

boulders, twisted metal and rubbish, and replaced them with containing 

walls, topsoil and even a garden shed.

“Over the last two years the garden has become a sanctuary for the 

community. A team of volunteers have taken ownership of the space and 

planted trees and flowers, and designed how the space will grow and 

flourish in the years ahead.”

The relationship with Eclipse has continued, with Gnome House recently 

starting to collect residents’ food waste to make compost in the garden.

Fellow director Anna Alcock added: “The garden space means that 

groups using Gnome House can move their activities outside on warm and 

sunny days. The garden now attracts birds, insects and a wide variety of 

wildlife. It feels like an urban meadow and has become a wonderful place  

of calm and relaxation.”

Other good causes that we’ve supported include the Baby Bank run 

by the Lloyd Park Children’s Charity, which operated from Priory Court 

Community Centre, and The Limes Community and Children’s Centre, 

which received £500 after winning our community donation competition  

in 2019.

Waltham Forest – the first 
London Borough of Culture

Our support helps local 
groups to flourish

Lloyd Park Children’s Charity’s Baby Bank
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Although our work on site at Eclipse is coming to an end, we are incredibly 

excited to bring you the first details of our new scheme in the Waltham 

Forest area.

Coronation Square is a major joint project between Taylor Wimpey and 

Waltham Forest Council that will revitalise The Score Centre in Leyton. The 

proposal includes 750 new homes, of which 50 per cent will be affordable, 

as well as a new health hub and sports centre, pre-school nursery and 

a vibrant new civic square enclosed by retail and commercial space for 

existing and new start-up businesses. The development will also include 

a new District Heating Network and other measures to help reduce the 

impact of the climate emergency.

Our planning application was approved by Waltham Forest Council’s 

planning committee during a virtual meeting in March this year, and 

following the lifting of restrictions on construction we are now preparing to 

start work on site whilst operating under new health and safety protocols. 

As part of the planning agreement for Coronation Square an additional 

£5m will be put into improving local infrastructure and facilities, including 

approximately £486,500 towards Transport for London (TfL) bus services, 

over £400,000 towards local education and hundreds of thousands of 

pounds towards improving neighbouring highways.

High-quality new green spaces are key to the design, with homes 

arranged around shared garden courtyards that include lawns for 

recreation, play space for all ages and productive gardens.

You can find out more about Coronation Square by visiting  

www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/coronation-square. Make sure you register your 

interest to be the first to find out the latest news about the development.
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Our next project in Waltham Forest
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